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Dear Friends, 

 

This year marked ICRD’s 20th year of operation. Founded by Dr. Douglas M. Johnston, this 

occasion called us to reflect on the major strides in peacebuilding and conflict resolution that we, 

as an organization, have been able to make all around the world. ICRD has worked in fifteen 

countries to date and is continually expanding its international portfolio. Looking back on our 

work, we are inspired and motivated to take ICRD’s work to the next level with new initiatives 

and we are set on maintaining our place as an industry leader working to strengthen the role of 

religion in advancing peace. 

 

ICRD has worked on reconciliation, on religious narratives and education, and on conflict 

resolution and preventing violent extremism. But there are other great challenges facing the 

human community with which we must engage, such as climate change and refugee flows. ICRD 

has begun to incorporate green energy solutions into our program proposals in Colombia and 

Lebanon, where we seek to work with refugees and host communities through local interfaith 

partners. There is also the challenge of exclusion in religious spaces; in addition to specific 

initiatives that work with women of faith and young people, we are working to build gender and 

youth inclusion into our work across the board. 

 

Recently, ICRD gathered to commemorate this important milestone at the Army Navy Country 

Club in Arlington, Virginia. ICRD supporters from all around the world gathered to celebrate our 

history and to join us as we embark on the next 20 years of peacebuilding. The theme of our 20th 

anniversary dinner focused on the role that the Center might play in reducing religious prejudice 

in the United States. There is a serious need in this country for voices that challenge religious 

prejudice, elevate interfaith harmony, and promote peacebuilding across identity divides. 

Drawing on our international expertise in promoting religious reconciliation and preventing 

extremism, the Center is committing itself to applying those lessons learned to help back here at 

home.  

 

These challenges are not easy to surmount. It 

has become apparent that we live in a time of 

“reciprocal prejudice,” where negative 

rhetoric and group conflict spiral ever more 

out of control, feeding on one another. 

Whether from political leaders, social and 

traditional media, or civil movements, this is 

reinforcing deep divides across the globe. 

This year, ICRD will seek support to engage 

in the difficult conversations necessary to 

heal these divides and restore social cohesion. 

 



While aiming to bring our expertise back home, we cannot abandon our global peacebuilding 

responsibilities. Emblematic of this is our work in Western Europe, where recent spikes in 

immigration have caused alarm for many countries struggling with localized tensions between 

host and migrant populations. Countries in Western Europe have welcomed migrants from 

various walks of life, diverse backgrounds and cultures, unique religious traditions and 

languages.  

 

In June, as a part of a multi-country study, ICRD staff traveled to Spain to conduct interviews 

and review survey data from our ongoing research study on engaging with pro-social 

conservative religious populations to prevent violence and extremism. Targeted trips to 

Catalonia, Andalucía, and Madrid revealed important patterns when considering isolation and 

cultural divides within the Spanish Muslim community and between Spain’s main religious 

groups. 

 

For example, when ICRD Program Officer Annas Shaker conducted an interview with a mosque 

leader in Tarragona, the mosque leader revealed how his mosque is working to promote social 

cohesion and interfaith engagement with the country’s 

Muslim population. During the interview, they 

discussed the public perception of the mosque.  

 

“Our mosque had a bad reputation in the past. It was 

described as extremist and deviant. When we started 

working outside the mosque – in the past our activities 

were mainly inside the mosque – the media and 

authorities changed their view.” 

 

When asked about the specific outreach activities his mosque is conducting, he discussed the 

importance of youth and interfaith activities. The night of the interview, ICRD staff were invited 

to participate in an interfaith dinner with Christians and Muslims from the area, sponsored by 

UNESCO. He also mentioned the mosque’s youth activities, such as fielding a soccer team that 

participates in the city’s local tournament. The mosque has also become a resource partner for 

local authorities, working to support constructive engagement with the community and correct 

misperceptions about Muslims and Islam.  

 

ICRD continues to deepen its reach and partnerships in Europe, the United States, Africa, the far 

East and elsewhere. The challenges of division, prejudice, and conflict persist in places close to 

and far from home, and it is imperative that the best mechanisms and practices in social inclusion 

be studied and introduced to impacted communities. As we close our first 20 years of 

peacebuilding, ICRD is looking forward to the next two decades to resist the rising tide of 

identity conflict by making faith part of the solution.  

 

Warm regards, 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Patton 

 


